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GOVERNOR STIRLING SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL — RENEWAL 

Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.55 pm]: Tonight I rise to 
speak on an important event that occurred in my electorate last week with Hon Liz Constable, the Minister for 
Education. Last week saw the commencement of the demolition of Governor Stirling Senior High School. Some 
members might ask why demolishing a school is an important event. However, any member who has been to 
Governor Stirling Senior High School over the past few years would know why. For those members who might 
not be aware, Governor Stirling Senior High School is a well-established school in the eastern suburbs. For too 
long it was a school in dire need of renewal. In around June or July 2007, while I was in opposition, a number of 
concerned parents came to me about the school’s state of disrepair.  

Hon Helen Morton: Who was the minister? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: The minister at the time was either Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich or Mark McGowan—I 
cannot recall which. 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: The planning was done under a Labor government, and the member knows it. Money 
was put aside under us, and you know that too.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: I am putting forward a positive story. If the member wants to talk about what she 
did for schools when she was education minister — 

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: Tell it as it is!  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us have one member speaking at a time.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: For the edification of Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, I am not here to have a go at her or 
indeed the government of the day. I am here to present a good news story in Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich’s electorate. 
Even though the member does not go there much, she might like to hear it.  

At the time, I was invited to visit the school and, to put it bluntly, I was shocked by what I saw. In preparing for 
tonight I recalled all the memories of that first visit and the many letters that I received from parents and 
concerned members of the local community. One letter in particular still sums up the situation as it was. I have 
read part of this letter in this house before, but I do so again today because it is important to remind us what the 
students and teachers had to endure. The letter reads — 

The facility of Governor Stirling is an embarrassment. It is like an inner-city New York high school of 
the 1960’s. The paint is peeling, the toilets are filthy, graffiti-covered, and without soap . . . There is 
only one water fountain working for the entire school, and it is rusted and dirty. The lockers are broken, 
bent and unserviceable. There are no window coverings so projectors cannot be used to teach. Desks 
and chairs are broken. There are few white boards. Science classrooms have leaking sinks which have 
rotted out the cabinets, and have been fixed simply by covering them over with planks. Art supplies, 
including odorous paints are stored in unventilated classrooms. Toilet store rooms are being used as 
offices …  

The third floor veranda rail is loose … Chicken-wire and improvised brace-poles hold up ceilings … 
We’re not asking for luxury, just a tidy facility that encourages our children to learn. How can students 
strive for excellence when they are in a run-down, overcrowded, obsolete facility? 

These parents asked for my help, and I was very pleased that I was able to help them in a small way. Following 
that first eye-opening visit, I organised with the then shadow Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier, to visit 
the school and I presented petitions and raised its plight in this place. The Standing Committee on Environment 
and Public Affairs inquired into that petition and made a number of recommendations for improvement 
following a visit to the school. As a result of the parents’ continued urging and their commitment to get an 
outcome, there has been a happy ending. I acknowledge that under the previous government an announcement 
was made and it is now being delivered by this government.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: And the money put aside. Why don’t you just calm yourself down — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! It seems to me there is only one person speaking out of turn and that is the member 
interjecting. Hon Donna Faragher.  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Thank you, Mr President. I find it a little disconcerting that another member for 
East Metropolitan Region is making such negative comments about a positive outcome for her electorate. The 
fact is that this school will now be rebuilt on the original site on the banks of the Swan River, overlooking the 
valley. It will be a new $63 million project that will see state-of-the-art facilities, a food technology studio with a 
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commercial-grade kitchen, a dance and drama studio, a library, a café, basketball courts, maths and information 
technology laboratories, science and chemistry laboratories, design technology studios with mechatronics, 
technical graphics and woodwork studios, and a health and physical education sports hall. This redevelopment is 
not a testament to me, as suggested by Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; it is a testament to the parents who fought long 
and hard for this new school—Graham Lane, Lucy Stokes, and the many others who have now perhaps left the 
school community because their own children have finished school. Even though some of those parents have 
moved on, I think it is a credit to them that they worked very hard for a positive outcome in the knowledge that 
their own children would perhaps not benefit from the redevelopment because they would have left the school by 
the time it occurred. I am sure, Mr President, that you and other members of this house will agree with me that 
all children deserve a good education and a good environment in which to learn. The start of the demolition of 
the old school will mark a new beginning for Governor Stirling high school. While it will be sad for some to see 
the old school go—I can understand that, because a lot of history goes with that high school—I think that we will 
all agree that the time has come for the students of Governor Stirling to finally have a modern school where they 
can learn and develop to their full potential.  
 


